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descendants of that hill tribe who have settled in the plains." In the South Canara Manual, the Panans are said to be " the Malayalam caste corresponding to the Nalkes and Pombadas. They are numerous in Malabar, where they are also known by the name of Malayan. The devils whom they personify are supposed to have influence over crops, and at the time of harvest the Panans go about begging from house to house, dancing with umbrellas in their hands. On such occasions^ however, it is only boys and girls who personify the demons." " The village magician or conjurer," Mr. Gopal Panikkar writes,* " goes by different names, such as Panan, Malayan, etc. His work consists in casting-out petty devils from the bodies of persons (chiefly children) possessed, in writing charms for them to wear, removing the pernicious effects of the evil eye, and so on." On certain ceremonial occasions, the Panan plays on an hour-glass shaped drum, called thudi.
In an account of the funeral ceremonies of the Tiyans, Mr, Logan writes t that " early on the morning of the third day after death, the Kurup or caste barber adopts measures to entice the spirit of the deceased out of the room in which he breathed his last, This is done by the nearest relative bringing into the room a steaming pot of savoury funeral rice. It is immediately removed, and the spirit, after three days' fasting, is understood greedily to follow the odour of the tempting food. The Kurup at once closes the door, and shuts out the spirit. The Kurup belongs to the Panan caste. He is the barber of the polluting classes above Cherumans, and by profession he is also an umbrella maker. But, curiously enough, though an umbrella
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